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Abstract

The FNS project A world of possibilities (WoPoss) aims at reconstructing the evolu-
tion of modal meanings in the Latin language. Passages expressing modal notions such as
‘possibility and ‘necessity’ are annotated in three phases. Phase 1 and 3 being carried out
automatically, annotators can concentrate on the fine-grained semantic analysis of modal
readings (Phase 2).
1. The initial dataset is gathered from different online open access resources. The formats of
the documents necessarily vary and even when some standard is used, e.g. TEI, the encoding
schemas are different. To tackle this heterogeneity, we convert our sources into plain text
with additional pseudo-markup to preserve the pertinent semantic information previously
conveyed in the XML or HTML tags. These files are then automatically annotated using
the StanfordNLP library for Python. The resulting CONLL-U files are uploaded to the an-
notation platform INCEpTION.

2. Through this platform the annotators add the relevant semantic information, follow-
ing the WoPoss schemas and guidelines. We later examine their analyses opening a revision
process.

3. The revised results are then exported in a XMI format. To guarantee the re-usability of
our dataset, we perform a post-processing that transforms this format into TEI with linguis-
tic information encoded through stand-off annotation (Bański 2010). The complete dataset
will be stored in a no-SQL database and exploited through an user-friendly interface. The
dataset together with the software and code that makes it searchable will be provided in a
open access repository.
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